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Open Public Meetings 
 
Issue Date: 13 March 2020 
Primary Point of Contact: Stephanie Harrington (stephah@uw.edu, 206-543-0878) 
 
Relevant UW Guidance: 

• APS 1.5  Open Public Meetings Act: Requirements to File Meeting Notices  
 
 
As we move to more virtual work, I want to highlight the determination that, “there is no compliant 
way to hold a completely virtual open public meeting.” If you do not provide an accessible physical 
location that provides access to an otherwise online unit faculty meeting, you cannot discuss policy or 
rule-making matters.* (You can talk about all sorts of other things. e.g., recommendations on 
appointment, promotion, or tenure.) Specifically, providing a Zoom link to your online meeting in your 
public meeting calendars is not enough to satisfy the OPMA. 
 
Risks of not providing an accessible open public meeting location are: 

• any actions taken at a non-compliant meeting are null and void; and  
• any members knowingly attending a non-compliant meeting may be personally liable for a fine 

of $500 each. 
 
Please contact Stephanie Harrington if you have any questions. The Office of Public Records and Open 
Meetings is also a good resource for information. 
 
 
*As a reminder, the Washington Supreme Court determined that meetings of the faculty of all 
departments, colleges, or schools are subject to the Open Public Meetings Act (OPMA) when they meet 
regarding policy or rule-making matters. As a reference, APS 1.5 describes the requirements of the 
OPMA, including the need to file meeting notices and have meetings open to the public. 
 
 
 
*** 
Original text from the Office of Public Records and Open Meetings 
 
From: PUBLIC RECORDS OFFICE <pubrec@uw.edu>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 2:41 PM 
To: PUBLIC RECORDS OFFICE <pubrec@uw.edu> 
Subject: Open Public Meetings and COVID-19 
 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
In light of the current health situation and based on advice from the Office of the Attorney General, you 
may wish to consider cancelling your open public meeting.   
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Alternatively, a call-in/Zoom meeting is compliant so long as: 1) the meeting location shown in the 
meeting notices is open to the public, and 2) a speaker phone/audio/video system is set up that allows 
attending members of the public to hear all discussion and actions taken.  If the meeting place cannot 
be opened and set up for public access, then the meeting must be cancelled.   
  
Another possible alternative, in the event that campus is closed to the public, would be relocating the 
meeting to some other public location.  You would need to give the public notice of the change in 
location – the same way you would give notice of a special meeting – and someone would still need to 
be physically present to set up audio-access for the public.  There is no compliant way to hold a 
completely virtual open public meeting.   
  
Please be advised that any actions taken at a non-compliant meeting are null and void, and any 
members knowingly attending a non-compliant meeting may be personally liable for a fine of $500 each. 
 
Feel free to reach out to this office if you have any further questions or concerns. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Office of Public Records and Open Public Meetings 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
Roosevelt Commons, Box 354997 
4311 11th Ave NE, Suite 360   Seattle, WA 98105 
Phone 206.543.9180  /  Fax 206.616.6294 
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